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Significance of Devolution to The Society 

Devolution is the transfer of power and authority from the national level to the local 

government levels (Chaudhary, 2019). It’s a form of administrative decentralization. Devolution 

was designed to bring services closer to the population and give underrepresented groups a 

platform to more actively engage in decisions that impact their social, political, and economic 

well-being. Through devolution there is establishment of regional governments with defined 

powers and responsibilities (MacKinnon, 2019). Devolution as various forms i.e., historical, 

political and cultural forms.  

Pros of devolution 

Devolution has various benefits to the society. Devolution promotes democratic 

exercise of power. Local or regional administrations are closer to the people hence political 

officials are better able to communicate with the public, resulting in more effective 

representation (Aucoin, 1990).  The officials easily comprehend and respond to the needs and 

ambitions of the citizens.  The leaders can take the appeals of their citizens to the national 

authorities hence making communication between the national government and the citizens 

easier. The local government officials coordinate projects ongoing in the region he or she is 

leading. . Also, the political officials can easily govern the people they are allocated compared 

to the whole nation being led by one person.   

Devolution strengthens racial cohesion by embracing diversity (Ngigi et al., 2019) 

through embracing the diverse cultural, linguistic, and regional identities of a country. Different 

regions also can collaborate to handle problems and difficulties by exchanging knowledge, best 

practices, and resources. Devolution promotes democratic engagement by involving various 

communities in local and regional decision-making processes. When different communities are 
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given a chance to speak out their opinions, more inclusive and representative democracy is 

promoted thus promoting national unity. 

Devolution promotes social and economic development in the society. It allows 

decentralization of resources to the regional governments. The resources can then be used to 

improve the infrastructure and social amenities of the society. This can also attract investments 

and entrepreneurship at the society. Devolution enables people of different communities to 

interact. This results to exchange of ideas and experiences among the people hence promoting 

social and economic growth.  

Devolution has ensured equal distribution of resources. Resource allocation and 

utilization are the responsibility of local administrations. When it comes to issues like 

developing infrastructure, welfare services, healthcare, education, and economic opportunities, 

local authorities are better positioned to recognize and find solutions locally. Local government 

can easily allocate resources according to the needs of the region. 

Devolution has also ensured protection of the rights of the minorities and marginalized 

communities. The minorities and marginalized can air their appeals and concerns to the local 

authorities who  thereafter can find solutions to the concerns. During the solution-finding 

process the marginalized and minorities are involved. Devolution also encourages transparency 

and accountability in governance, which is essential for defending the rights of minorities and 

underrepresented groups. 

Devolution gives power of self-governance to the people. Devolution gives regional or 

local governments the power to decide on policies, legislation, and programs affecting their 

areas of responsibility. Devolution recognizes that distinct regions have unique objectives and 

requirements. By empowering regional or local administrations, devolution empowers 

communities to determine their own development agenda based on their individual conditions. 
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Cons of Devolution 

Devolution can result to various drawbacks to the society. First, devolution can be 

costly to implement. Financial resources are frequently transferred from the federal 

government to local or regional administrations as part of devolution. To guarantee a fair 

allocation of resources, the transfer might need extensive financial modifications. 

Secondly, Devolution can result to political instability. This may result in the formation 

of regional or local political parties with varying interests and objectives. These parties can vie 

with one another and engage in power conflicts, which may result into political instability.  

Conflicts over authority and administrative difficulties might arise from insufficient internatio

nal collaboration.the process can be hampered by insufficient coordination systems, which 

can also lead to political instability. 

Conflicts over authority and administrative difficulties might arise from insufficient 

international collaboration.The decision process can be hampered by insufficient coordination

 systems, which can also lead to political Devolution. This may result to the division of tasks 

and authority among several regional or local governments. This dispersion may lead to effort 

duplication, a lack of coordination, and inadequate service delivery. Inefficient resource 

allocation, duplicated administrative structures, and regulations that contradict can result when 

various jurisdictions independently manage comparable duties or services. 

             Conflicting interests among various areas or localities may become more apparent as 

a result of devolution (Rodríguez et al., 2003). Conflicts can start when various groups believe 

their interests are being challenged or ignored during the devolution process, which can later 

result to political instability to the group that believes their interests are being ignored. 

Devolution can put the governments in a position where they must compete with the federal 

government for skilled workers. It can be difficult for regional or local governments to recruit 
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and keep skilled professionals in nations where the central government is viewed as more 

prestigious. This competition could end up to the lack of qualified workers. 

Regional inequality in terms of economic growth, infrastructure, resource access, and 

social services may be made worse by devolution. Greater resources or more developed regions 

may be better positioned to benefit from devolved powers and draw investments, which will 

stimulate further growth and development. Uneven development patterns may arise when less 

developed areas strive to catch up. 

Devolution may also be viewed as a chance to address complaints that some areas have 

been unjustly or marginally treated by the national government. However, if devolution falls 

short in addressing their issues, it could encourage secessionist movements as these regions 

want more power over their political, economic, and cultural activities. Also secessionist 

sentiments may be fueled if areas believe that there are large economic gaps or that the federal 

government is unfairly exploiting their resources. 

Devolution can result to emergence of new political parties or movements with a strong 

regional focus . People may choose to support these regional political organizations, which 

may lead to a division of commitments between regional and national political affiliations. 

People who place separate levels of government and their particular goals above one another 

may become tense and at conflicts with one another as a result. 

At the local level, devolution may present chances for the recognition and promotion 

of ethnic and cultural identities. A stronger attachment to one's cultural or ethnic group may 

result from this, which my result to conflicts with one's sense of national identity. People could 

feel conflicted about whether to be loyal to their own state or to the greater national identity, 

therefore resulting to as a demerit of devolution. 
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