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Policy review
Policy Review: Enhancing Governance through Evaluation and Improvement.

I. Introduction

In the realm of government, policy review plays a pivotal role in ensuring effective decision-making processes. A policy is a law, regulation, procedure, administrative action, incentive, or voluntary practice of governments and other institutions. Policies are created to define roles and duties, encourage consistency, adhere to standards, and support open decision-making. This essay will delve into the significance of policy review and its impact on governance. By providing a comprehensive understanding of policy review, its objectives, process, factors influencing it, challenges faced, and examples from real-life cases, this essay aims to highlight the importance of ongoing reviews for good governance.

II. Definition and Explanation of Policy Review

Policy review can be defined as a systematic evaluation and assessment process conducted by governments to examine the effectiveness and relevance of existing policies (Yakerson, 2019). It serves as an essential tool for governments to gauge whether policies align with desired outcomes and societal needs. The objective is not only to assess current policies but also to identify areas for improvement or potential gaps that may necessitate new policy formulation (Holding et al., 2021).

III. Objectives of Policy Review

The main objectives of policy review in government are two-fold: firstly, to ensure that existing policies are achieving their intended goals; secondly, to shape future policies based on evidence-based findings from rigorous reviews (Oldfield & Haig., 2021). 
In order for the government  to grow, develop, and respond to the demands of its stakeholders in order to realize its vision and fulfill its mission, policy reviews are necessary to make sure that the policies address both current and emerging legislative needs.
By conducting regular reviews, policymakers can address emerging issues promptly while adapting existing policies to changing circumstances. Moreover, policy reviews contribute towards responsive governance by fostering transparency and accountability.

IV. Process of Policy Review

Policy reviews typically center on a case study of a particular geographical, political, economic, and social environment because policies are frequently designed  to  a nations, city, or region's preference .
However the common and commonly used process involved in conducting a policy review within a governmental framework typically consists of several key elements including need analysis, data collection, analysis stakeholder consultation and evaluation and finally implementation and communication (Poszytek., 2021). Initially need analysis is conducted by determining the need for policy, weighing the benefits and drawbacks of the current policy language, figuring out new or improved policy methods, finding opportunities for lobbying, and keeping an eye on how the policy is being implemented , research and  relevant data is collected through various sources such as surveys or research studies which provide insights into the functioning and impact of the particular policy under scrutiny. Subsequently, this data is analyzed thoroughly using qualitative or quantitative methods enabling policymakers to draw meaningful conclusions.

Furthermore stakeholder consultation forms an integral part of the policy review process, as it allows policymakers to solicit input and perspectives from individuals or groups affected by the policy being reviewed. This inclusive approach ensures that diverse voices are heard, fostering a more democratic decision-making process. The final draft is later presented for approval by the relevant delegated authority and should be attached with a communication and implementation plan. Consistent evaluation should be conducted to assess the effectiveness and efficiency of the policy in achieving desired outcomes and need for change assessed if not. By following this systematic process, governments can make informed decisions based on evidence rather than assumptions.
Its key to note that implications of policy review need to be determined by considering its impact on the administration, stakeholders and systems put in place.

V. Factors Influencing Policy Review

Several factors may influence the conduct and outcomes of a policy review process. These factors include political considerations, public opinion, economic conditions among others (Oldfield & Haig., 2021). Political considerations involve ideological preferences, party interests or pressure exerted by interest groups who may shape the scope or direction of a particular review.

Public opinion plays a significant role in driving policy reviews as governments need to respond to citizens' demands for change or improvements. Public participation is part of policy development and this is a platform to engage the community on matters that are important to them. Economic conditions also impact policy reviews as changes in economic circumstances may require adjustments to existing policies.
The policy itself can also lead to its review if, it’s no longer being enforced, its efficiency is questionable or no longer producing the desired impact or need for amendment arises.

VI. Challenges and Limitations in Policy Review

While conducting policy reviews can be invaluable for governance, there are potential challenges that policymakers may face during this process.
Resistance to change poses one such challenge as stakeholders who benefit from existing policies might resist any proposed alterations (Holding et al., 2021). Additionally lack of resources or expertise could impede comprehensive review processes within government departments due to limited capacity for analysis and evaluation.

Short-termism in decision making is also a limitation where Decisions are typically made by policymakers in a challenging atmosphere with little time for thought.  For example Ministers are frequently rewarded for allocating public funding to today's obvious issues rather than lowering future dangers because they want to demonstrate success immediately. For certain circumstances, short-term and symbolic policies will be the best course of action, but good governance can't only be about better firefighting — it also needs to learn how to put out fires in the first place.

Moreover some limitations such as time constraints and contextual complexities may affect the thoroughness and comprehensiveness of a given review exercise (Poszytek., 2021). It is essential for policymakers to address these challenges proactively while ensuring robust mechanisms are put in place to overcome them.

VII. Case Studies or Examples

Real-life examples provide valuable insights into how governments have conducted successful or unsuccessful instances where policy reviews were undertaken.
One such example is Canada's development of policies aimed at promoting inclusion of women in clinical trials (Yakerson, 2019). Through a thorough policy review process, the Canadian government identified existing gaps in gender representation and implemented measures to address this issue. This demonstrates how evidence-based findings from policy reviews can lead to tangible improvements in policy formulation.

VIII. Importance and Implications for Government Decision-Making

Effective policy reviews have significant implications for informed decision-making by governments. By evaluating and improving policies based on evidence, policymakers can enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, and relevance of their decisions.
Throughout the policy's implementation, the Policy Issues Log should be kept up to date. To make sure the policy is being followed, it could be essential to audit compliance with the policy or assess the policy effectiveness.
Evidence-based findings from rigorous reviews serve as crucial inputs for shaping policies that align with societal needs (Oldfield & Haig., 2021). Moreover, ongoing policy reviews contribute towards adaptive governance by enabling policymakers to respond proactively to emerging challenges or changing circumstances.

IX. Conclusion

In conclusion, policy review is an indispensable tool for effective governance. It enables governments to evaluate existing policies, identify areas for improvement and shape future policies based on evidence-based findings. Despite the challenges faced during policy reviews such as resistance to change or resource limitations, ongoing evaluations are essential for good governance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reviewing policies and processes is crucial since out-of-date regulations puts the government activities in violation of rule of law, new rules and regulations may not be compatible with outdated policies and it Ensures that your policies are effective and consistent. The government interventions stay current with laws, technology, and industry best practices with regular evaluation.

By considering factors influencing the review process and drawing lessons from real-life case studies like Canada's efforts towards inclusion of women in clinical trials we can emphasize the importance of evidence-based decision making through comprehensive policy review processes. Therefore it is imperative that governments continue conducting regular and robust policy reviews ensuring responsive policymaking that meets evolving societal needs
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