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CRAFTING

“To craft” is to make or manufacture an object with skill and careful attention to
detail. The traditional approachthat so closely links art and craft within
architecture instills the basic, but invaluable principles of form, shape, proportion,
and scale that are inherent to successfuldesign. Incorporating these skills, through
a hands-on approachto your study or practice, strengthens the understanding and
appreciation for the craft of building design

How to bring craft into the practice of architecture

Integration of hand sketching, painting, sculpting, and various forms of art and
craft into the architect’s language, inspires creativity and a better awareness of
traditional design principles. Hand drafting teaches that the pressure of your pencil
can determine the depth of the wall, not simply a choice of magenta instead of
cyan on your computer screen. With this understanding of line thickness and
ability to draw, the architect is able to quickly convey ideas to the client through
hand sketches. The layering technique of watercolor allows the painter great
control over the softness or hardness of a shadow. The concept of light and dark
can then be translated to Photoshop rendering. Sculpture and wood shop
communicate scale and the visualization of the three dimensional world through
different mediums. An architect’s knowledge of how parts fit into the whole will
only improve the perception and design of the building. These various forms of art
and skill ntegrated in the architect’s practice enhance the understanding of the
physical, built environment.

Architecture is one of the greatest expressions of human creativity and imagination
through a visual form. Every design decision involves thoughtful purpose,
attention to detail, and care. St. Francis of Assisi said that “A man who works with
his hands is a laborer, a man who works with his hands and his brain is a
craftsman, but a man who works with his hands and his brains and his heart is an
artist.” We must continue to celebrate the art and craft of architecture.
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