


WHAT ARE VOLCANOS
Volcanoes are geological formations that occur when molten rocks, known as magma, rises from deep within the earth’s crust and erupts onto the surface. They are often cone-shaped mountains with vent or opening at the top, known as a crater. Volcanic eruptions can be explosive, releasing ash, gases, and lava, or they can be relatively calm, with slow moving lava flows.
Volcanoes are primarily found along tectonic plate boundaries, where the earth’s crust is either spreading apart or colliding. The most well- known volcanic regions include the “Ring of Fire” in the Pacific Ocean, which encircles the Pacific plate, and the mid-ocean ridges where new oceanic crust is formed.
Volcanoes play a crucial role in shaping the earth’s surface and have a significant impact on the environment. They can create new landforms, contribute to the formation of fertile soils, and release gases that influence the atmosphere. However, volcanic eruptions can also be destructive causing the release of ash, pyroclastic flows, and deadly gases as well as triggering landslides and tsunamis.
Scientists study volcanoes to better understand their behavior and predict eruptions which can help mitigate the risks associated with volcanic activity and protect nearby communities.



	
