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EVALUATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY AND FEDERALISM 
Democracy is a rule of the people, by the people and of the people while Federalism is a system of shared power and decision-making between two or more governments with authority over the same people and geographic area. These two forms of governments have key features and principles which form foundations upon which they are built. In order to clearly understand these two forms of governments, it is necessary to conduct an evaluation of their key features and principles and how these key features and principles work together. 
A. PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY 
· Participation of citizens 
In line with its definition, democracy allows the people a voice in charting the course of their government and  their future. In direct democracies, this can mean that citizens vote directly on the laws they live under. In representative democracy, it means the people get to choose who represents them and have a free voice to express their opinion and desires. In either case, the participation of citizens is the foundation that makes democracy strong. 
· Equality 
It is both important and necessary that all people are treated equally in a democracy. This means that there is no discrimination against people because of their ethnicity, religion, gender or sexual orientation. Equality of citizens is a crucial and vital element of democracy. 
· Accountability 
Citizens entrust powers to those they elect and they are tasked to use those powers to enrich the communities. Politicians are therefore accountable to the people, must act consistent with their will and have a duty not to abuse their power to enrich themselves and their friends. Accountability of the elected leaders is a fundamental building block of democracy which ought not to be overlooked. 
B. PRINCIPLES OF FEDERALISM
· Principle of separation of powers 
In a federal system of governance powers of governance are devolved to both the federal authority and the regional authorities. Separation of powers grants and protects decision-making ability where results are most immediately felt in local communities as well as at higher levels  of government. A list of exclusive powers are granted to the federal government, leaving residual powers to the constituent states. Separation of powers is a cornerstone of Federalism and forms the foundation that allows its proper functioning. 
· Principle of intergovernmental relations
Intergovernmental relations means that various governments in a federal state (national, regional and local) work together when issues of statutory authority imply the need to address issues cooperatively. The national government often has authority to mediate disputes between regions. Intergovernmental relations is therefore a crucial and fundamental factor for the success of Federalism. 
· Principle of continuous negotiations 
Federalism is not just a system of government but it is also a process of ongoing negotiations, an art of resolving conflicts an approach based on compromise and cooperation. Nothing is ever established once and for all, since solutions to problems have to be negotiated among constitutional partners. Continuous negotiations is a vital element of Federalism which makes flexibility to be one of the greatest advantages of Federalism.
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