
THE TASK

What can be done to reduce poverty in U.S?

Poverty is not just lack of financial resources but lack of access to education, healthcare and
opportunities for economic mobility. While the U.S is one of the wealthiest nations in the world,
income inequality has been growing and many Americans struggle to make ends meet.

Poverty remains a persistent challenge in the United States which rounds 11% of the population
living below poverty line as of 2021.

Addressing poverty requires a combination of policy and programs that tackles it's root cause
and provide support to those living in poverty.

Some key steps that can be taken to reduce poverty in U.S includes the following;

Improving access to quality education; Education is one of the surest pathway out of
poverty ,however the quality education always varies significantly based on social economic
status and location in investigating in high quality early childhood education improving K-12
schools in low income areas, and making high education more affordable and accessible can
give those in poverty the skill and credentials needed to obtain higher- paying job.

Addressing income inequality; This can be achieved by implementing policies that increase the
minimum wage, provide the credit for low income individuals, and create more equitable
distribution of wealth. Increasing access to education and job training programs is very crucial in
providing individuals with the skills and opportunities to secure higher paying jobs.

Supporting affordable housing initiatives; lack of stable housing can contribute to financial
instability and prevent individuals from accessing resources and opportunities, investing in
affordable housing programs and rent control measures can help housing insecurity and reduce
the risk of homelessness.

Improving access of Healthcare ; the high ceost of healthcare in the U.S in another significant
barrier for those in poverty. Expanding medicaid covrage, reducing prescription drug price and
ensuring access to preventive care can improve health outcomes and financial security for low -
income individuals and families.

Raising the minimum wage and strengthen worker protection; the federal minimum wage of
$7.25 per hour has net up with rising cost income families to spend a disprortionate amount of
their income on rent and leaving.

Addressing systematic issues that perpetuate poverty- fighting against discrimination and
systematic racism, which disproportionately affect communities developing and creating
opportunities for economic development in marginalized communities can help address the
underlying cause of poverty.



Priotizing mental health and social support services; mental health can contribute to financial
instability and prevent individuals from being able to access resources and opportunities.
Providing access to mental health service and support networks can help individuals navigate
the challenge of poverty and improve their overall wellbeing.

Fostering a culture of empathy and understanding towards those living in poverty is crucial in
creating a more inclusive society. This can be achieved through education and awareness
campaigns that challenge stereotypes and stigma associated with poverty and by promoting
policies and initiatives that priotize the well - being of all individuals, regardless of their
socioeconomic status.

Provide a strong social safety net; A robust social safety nets, including program like
unemployment insurance, food assistance and child tax credits , can help catch those who fall
into poverty and provide a path back to financial stability. Strengthening and expanding these
programs and creating greater economic opportunity.

Addressing poverty in U.S will require a sustained and multi- faceted effort.By improving access
to education, raising wages, increasing affordable housing , expanding healthcare coverage
and strengthening the social safety net, policy makers and community leaders can work to
ensure that all Americans have the opportunity to thrive. This can enhance creating a more
equitable society where everyone has the opportunity to thrive.


