THE HISTORY OF EUROPE
ANCIENT EUROPE
ROPEAN HISTORY (C. 8000 BC-476 AC)
1) PRE HISTORIC EUROPE (C 8000BC – 1000BC)
a) Mesolithic (c.8000BCE – 4000 BCE):
It was a transitional phase between the old stone age and the new stone age periods. During this reign, people continued to be hunters and gatherers. The also advanced in terms of technology where they crafted smaller and more sophisticated tools. Climate change led to the enlargement of forests influencing the strategies of hunting and gathering.
b) Neolithic (c. 4000BCE – 2300BCE):
This period was marked by a major shift from hunting and gathering to agriculture and animals rearing. Agriculture emerged in different regions of Europe which includes the near east, leading to the cultivation of crops like barley, legumes and wheat. Settlements became more permanent and communities were established mostly near fertile areas. The use of tools and poetry also increased which improved their lives.
c) Chalcolithic and early bronze age (c. 2300BCE -1500BCE)
This period is also known as the copper age which signaled the venture of metal working, the use of copper and bronze in particular. Bronze was majorly used for the creation of more durable and effective tools and weapons. In this period numerous distinct regional cultures developed such as the Beaker culture in Central Europe. The Beaker people were well known for their metalworking skills, pottery and burial customs.
d) The late bronze age (c.1500BCE – 1000BCE);
This period saw increased trade and cultural interchanges across Europe, with influences from the near east and the eastern Mediterranean. In this period, the notable cultures were Urnfield culture in the Central Europe and the Mycenaean civilization in Greece. Jewelry, bronze weapons and ornaments were the indicators of wealth and status the barter trade system became more organized therefore facilitated the exchange of good and resource.
e) Socio cultural developments:
The shift from being nomads to farmers had an impact on social structures. Families became the core units and property such as livestock became more valuable. The emergence of surplus food production enhanced population growth, the division of labor and specialization spiritual and religious believes that were related to nature and agricultural cycles developed. artistic expressions such as pottery reflect the beliefs and culture of these early European societies 
The classical antiquity period
a) Ancient Greece (c.800 BCE – 146 BCE);
Archaic period (c.800BCE – 480 BCE)
During this period the early Greek city states such as Corinth, Athens and Sparta begun to take shape. Poems such as the ‘’Odyssey’’ provided foundational narratives for the Greek culture. The Olympic games which were first held at Olympia became a cultural and sporting event that was celebrated.
            Classical period (c, 480 BCE – 323 BCE):
This period is often known as the zenith of Greek civilization. It is where democracy was developed in Athens under leaders like Pericles. Renowned philosophers emerged such as Aristotle and Socrates and their ideas laid the groundwork for the western philosophy.
            Hellenistic period (c. 323 BCE – 31 BCE)
The Greek culture spread throughout Asia and Africa after the conquests of Alexander the great. Centers of learning such as Library of Alexandria in Egypt arose. Hellenistic art showcased a rich artistic tradition.
b) Roman republic and empire (c. 509 BCE - 476CE)

Roman republic (c.509BCE – 27 BCE)
A system of governance with elected officials was established by the Roman Republic. The expansion and Punic wars influenced Roman development.
               Roman empire (c.27 BCE – 476CE) 
Augustus initiated the transition from the republic to the Empire. The Pax Romana was a period of relative peace and prosperity that was characterized by territory expansion. Rome’s contributions included Roman law architectural marvels and impressive engineering feats. The emergence of Christianity with the teachings of saint Paul and Jesus of Nazareth, played a significant role.

c) Other notable developments in Europe
The Assyrians, Persians and Babylonians ruled, each of them contributing to the region’s history and culture, in Mesopotamia. The ancient Egypt continued to thrive under various building structures like the Great Sphinx.
d) Legacy and impact.
The classical Antiquity period left behind an enduring legacy. Greek philosophy, has profoundly influenced Western thought. The expansion of Christianity followed by the conversion of the Roman Empire laid the foundation for the spread of Christianity in Europe.

THE MEDIEVAL EUROPE (C.476 AD- 1492 AD)
The Medieval Europe was a transformative and complex period marked by significant political, social, cultural and religious developments.
1. Early Medieval period (c.476AD – 1000 AD.);
The Western Roman empire collapsed because of a combination of external invasions by Germanic tribes, internal decay, and pressure from the Huns marking the end of classical antiquity in Europe. The Eastern Roman Empire survived and continued to thrive as the Byzantine Empire. It played a crucial role in preserving the classical knowledge. The migration and settlement of various Slavic and other tribal groups across Europe led to the formation of new kingdoms.
2. High middle ages (c.1000AD-1300AD)
Feudalism became the dominant wat of organizing the society. It involved exchanging land in exchange for loyalty and military service from lesser nobles. Between 1096 -1291, a series of military campaigns were launched by western European Christians to reclaim the Holy land from Islam control. The crusades had significant political, cultural and religious outcomes which includes the exchange of knowledge and goods between the west and east. The growth of towns and trade were revived. The Hanseatic league which is a confederation of merchant guild, played a central role in the commercial expansion. 
3. Late middle ages (c, 1300AD – 1492 AD);
The black death (1347 -1351)
There was a pandemic called bubonic plague pandemic which had negative effects that led to the death of a lot of people in the mid- 14th century which led to a significant population decline. There was also the Hundred Years’ war between 1337 to 1453, which was a protracted conflict between France and England which had profound social and political consequences. The late middle ages set the stage for the renaissance, marking the resurgence of interests in the culture, classical arts and humanism. The period between the late 14th Century to the early 16th Century witnessed remarkable achievements in literature, science and art. Towards the end of the middle ages there was the discovery of the Americas by Christopher Columbus in 1492 which marked the end of the middle ages and the beginning of the early modern period.
The Medieval of Europe was a period of profound political, social and cultural change which laid the foundation for the development of modern institutions and European Nations. It was also a period of major interactions with other cultures, adding to the rich tapestry of European history. 
THE EARLY MODERN EUROPE (C.1492AD – 1789AD)
1. The Age of Exploration and Expansion (Late 15th century – 17th century) 
Christopher Columbus: the beginning of European exploration of the new world was marked by the Columbus’ voyage to the Americas in 1992.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Renaissance (14th to 1th century)
This was a cultural movement which saw a revival in interest in literature art and learning. It produced well known artists like Michelangelo and writers like William Shakespeare. The invention of the printing press in the 15th century by Johannes Gutenberg laid grounds for the spread of knowledge and contributed to the development of modern literacy.
3. Reformation (Early 16th century):
The protestant reformation that was initiated by Martin Luther challenged the authority of the roman catholic church which led to the splintering of Christianity in the west into various protestant denominations. That reformation made the catholic church to address concerns raised by the protestants and this led to a significant religious changes in the catholic church.
4. Early modern states and empires:
 The emergence of centralized states started replacing the feudal system. The Westphalia treaty of 1648 set the turning point in recognizing the sovereignty of every state.
5. Scientific revolution (17th century):
This is characterized by works of figures like Isaac Newton, Galileo Galilei and Johannes Kepler. They brought about a radical change in the way people took perspectives of the natural world. It led to the development of the scientific method and significant advances in scientific fields.
6. Enlightenment (Late 17th to 18th century) 
This was an intellectual movement that emphasized reason, skepticism and individualism. Enlightenment ideas played a crucial role in the development of democratic thinking particularly in the French and American revolutions.
7. The Atlantic slave trade:
In the early modern period, there was growth of the transatlantic trade, where millions of Africans were shipped to America to work in plantations which had major consequences for both Africa and the New World.
8. French revolution (1789):
it marked the end of the early modern period and the beginning of the modern era. It was crucial that it led to the rise of the revolutionary ideologies and the spread of democratic principles. The early modern Europe was a period of massive change that was characterized by religious upheaval, intellectual ferment and exploration. This laid the groundworks for the developments of the modern world which includes nationalism and industrialization.
 THE INTER WAR EUROPE FROM 1918 TO 1939
In this period that span from the end of the world war 1 in 1918 to the outbreak of the second world war in 1939, there was profound economic, political and social change.  It was marked by the aftermath of world war I, economic instability, the Russian revolution, the rise of totalitarian regimes, the treaty of Versailles and the growing tensions that eventually led to the Second world war.
1. The treaty of Versailles (1919);
This was the peace settlement that ended world war I. It imposed heavy fines and territorial losses on Austria- Hungary and Germany. Many Germans saw the treaty as dictated peace and resented the terms leading to a feeling of injustice and humiliation.
2. Economic instability;
After the world war I, Europe experienced economic turmoil where the war had depleted resources and the shooting of prices post war led to economic uncertainty. Hyperinflation rendered currencies worthless.
3. Russian revolution (1917);
The Russian revolution of 1917, had a major impact on Europe. It led to the establishment of the world’s first communist state, the Soviet Union and inspired communist movements in other nations.
4. Political instability.
Most of the European countries faced political instability with frequent changes in government. There emerged new states from the collapsing empires for example the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman empire. These transitions were accompanied with chaos which led to territorial disputes.
5. The rise of totalitarian regimes:
As a response to the social and economic challenges, totalitarian regimes gained power in several European countries. These regimes promoted nationalism, ideologies and authoritarianism suppressing political opposition and fostering militarism.
6. Expansionist policies 
Germany violated the treaty of Versailles by pursuing an aggressive expansionist policy including remilitarization of the Rhineland. Japan expanded its empire in Asia and Italy invaded Ethiopia in 1935.
7. Appeasement
The Western democracies pursued a policy of appeasement in dealing with Nazi Germany. They allowed Germany to take actions including annexing parts of Czechoslovakia in an attempt to avoid conflict.
8. The Spanish civil war.
This was a conflict between republican forces and Nationalist forces. This war served as an antecedent to the second world war and witnessed the use of new military tactics and technology.
9. Rearmament and militarization
Most European countries started rearming, Nazi Germany in particular, in preparation for a possible conflict which further heightened tensions across the continent.
10. Growing tensions 
The rise of regimes that were aggressive and expansionist policies, in collaboration with the failure of diplomacy, led to the growing of international tensions leading to the eventual outbreak of the second world war in 1939with the invasion of Poland by Germany.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR
It was often referred to as the European theatre of war.it begun when Adolf Hitler led Nazi Germany into invading Poland which lead France and the United Kingdom to declare war on Germany. This war in Europe lasted until 1945 when Germany officially surrendered. The consequences of the war include:
· Millions of deaths and widespread destruction in Europe.
· The Nuremberg Trials held Nazi leaders accountable for numerous crimes against humanity
· The division of Europe into Eastern bloc, controlled by the Soviet Union and the Western Bloc led by the United States. 

            The Legacy of the second world war in Europe
· It spurred movements of decolonization, the emergence of the European Union and the dawn of the nuclear arms race.
· World war II restructured the political landscape of Europe and the entire world, leading to the establishment of the United Nations, the division of Germany and the founding of NATO.

       POST WORLD WAR ii IN EUROPE
This period which was between 1945 to the present day, has been marked by major social, political and economic changes. It witnessed the restructure of Europe, the process of decolonization, the division of the continent during the war and the gradual integration of European Nations into the European Union.
Immediate Post War Period (1945-1950s);
1. Reconstruction and recovery
Europe had laid in ruins after the world war II. The immediate action post war years were marked by vast reconstruction efforts. The Marshall Plan (1948) provided economic assistance to European countries helping to rebuild their economies.
2. Occupation zones and divisions:
Germany was divided into occupation zones that were controlled by allied powers. This division together with ideological differences, laid the foundations for the cold war.
3. Cold war and division (1950s – 1989):
Formation of NATO and the war saw Pact:
In 1949, NATO was established by the United States and other Western European nations as a defense against the perceived threat from the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union and its Eastern European satellites states responded by forming the Warsaw Pact in 1955.
i. Iron curtain and division of Europe
Europe became divided into Western Europe, aligned with the democratic and capitalist Western bloc and the Eastern Europe that are controlled by the communist Eastern bloc.
ii. Berlin wall (1961- 1989):
It was constructed by East Germany in 1961 to prevent Eastern Germans from fleeing to West Berlin. It became a powerful symbol of the cold war division. The wall collapsed in1989. This led to the reunification of Germany.
Decolonization (1950s to 1960s):
After the world war II, European colonial powers began to colonize their overseas empires. Most of the former colonies in Asia, Africa and the Middle east gained independence during this period of time.
European integration (1950s – present)
In 1951 the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) was established to promote economic cooperation and prevent future conflicts between Germany and France. The European Economic Community was founded in 1957 for it to create a common market among its member states.
European Union (1993 – present)
It was established by the Maastricht Treaty in 1993 and it expanded the scope of cooperation to include a common currency, foreign policies and other sectors.
Post-cold war era (1990s to present)
The cold war in Europe was ended by the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 leading to the reunification of Europe.
Recent history
It has been characterized by the end of the cold war , the European Union expansion, the economic crisis, the COVID 19 pandemic and the current efforts to address climatic changes.
                        



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



