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Sociology of Globalization

Globalization is an ongoing process that involves interconnected changes in the
economic, cultural, social, and political spheres of society. As a process, it involves the ever-
increasing integration of these aspects between nations, regions, communities, and even
seemingly isolated places.According to Smith,(1996),through the lens of sociology,
globalization is sociology of the globe, of mankind. And the discipline of sociology has

become remarkably international (Moore,1996).

In order to understand globalization, let us discuss key aspects of globalization, its
impact on societies, and the theoretical perspectives that sociologists use to understand this

phenomenon.

Economic Globalization
Economic globalization, is the integration of national economies into the
international economy through capital flow, labor migration, trade, technology, and
investment. Therefore, we will discuss about the role of Multinational Corporations, the
impact of trade agreements, and a case study of economic globalization (China economic

rise).

Multinational corporations (MNCs) are pivotal players in the process of globalization,

significantly influencing economic, cultural, and social dynamics across the globe:

e On economic influence, MNCs drives globalization by establishing product
offices, facilities, and supply chains to many countries. Hence MNCs bring capital
from developed countries to developing nations thus creating jobs.

e MNCs promotes the exchange of cultural values and practices like global brand
like McDonald’s and Starbucks introduce Western food and lifestyle to many

nations.



e MNC:s introduce new social changes like employment practices, labor rights in

host countries.

Trade agreements play a crucial role in shaping economic globalization by increasing
trade flows where by tariffs and other trade barriers are reduced thus makes easier export and
import of products. Also, by opening new markets trade agreements stimulates economic

growth by accessing to larger customer base.

China’s economic rise is the prominent case study to focus on. Before 1999, China had
centrally planned economy that was largely isolated from global markets thus the economy
was inefficient. For economic rise, China attracted Foreign Direct Investment by creating
special economic zones with favorable policies for foreign trade and investment. China also
moved up the value chain by investing in technology and innovations like “Made in China
2025 aiming to make China a leader in high-tech industries. Due to this innovation China

has become the World’s largest exporter and major trading partner for many countries.

Cultural Globalization

Cultural globalization is the spread of cultural values, symbols and practices across
nation borders thus leading to cultural diversity and homogenization. On cultural diversity,
cultural elements create new, unique cultural expressions thus enriching societies to many
different countries while Cultural homogenization spreads global popular culture like films,

fashion and music that can lead to a one global culture.

Social Movements and Activism

Global environmental issues on activism, such as climate change have led to the
formation of International environmental movements thus leveraging global communication

networking to advocate for sustainable policies. And globalization has provided a platform



for human rights activists to raise awareness about violations and advocate for justice in each

country (Martin et.al,1997).

Transnational Migration. Globalization has made possible movement of people
from different nations, leading to formation of multicultural societies as people cross borders
in search of better economic opportunities this leads to development of multicultural
communities contributing to economic growth. But also, transnational movement causes
challenges like social integration and potential cultural clashes thus host nations must counter

this challenge to encounter cohesion (Giddens and Anthony,1990).

Global Social Policies. Globalization has made the development of global social
policies aimed at encountering social issues on global scale like the international agreement
that address social issues like labor rights, health, and education aiming at promoting justice
and improve living standards all over the globe. Also, the rise of global governance structures
like United Nations (UN), reflects the need for coordinated efforts to address global social
challenges. As well, International Labor Organization (ILO), sets international labor
standards and promotes social justice by advocating for decent work conditions and worker’s

rights.

Conclusion

The Socialization of Globalization is a dynamic process that reshapes social
structures, identities, and behaviors. While globalization presents opportunities for economic
growth, cultural exchange and social activism and also presents challenges such as social
integration and economic disparities. Therefore, by understanding these dynamics of the
policies is very important to navigate the socialization of globalization and promoting

equality on globe scale.
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