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Abstract 

     A clear, vivid and thorough research was conducted on the Public Policy. A research that also 

unveils the break down in regards to its making, implementation, evaluation and termination. As 

expected, this is an aspect that is run and conducted by highest form of power in any jurisdiction, 

the government. The interrelation of government and the implementation is facilitated by the 

legislative arm. This paper will explore the key stages of public policy, from its 

conceptualization and formulation to its implementation and evaluation.  

     This analysis also scrutinizes the complexities inherent in public policy. This paper aims to 

contribute valuable insights to the ongoing discourse surrounding governance and decision-

making. Ultimately, it seeks to foster a deeper appreciation for the intricate interdependencies 

that define the ever-evolving field of Public Policy. Through a comprehensive review of 

scholarly literature and case studies, the paper examines the role of key actors, including 

government agencies, advocacy groups and the public, in influencing policy outcomes. Special 

attention is given to the interplay of political, economic and social factors that mold the policy 

landscape. Furthermore, this paper investigates the effectiveness of policy interventions in 

addressing contemporary challenges, such as healthcare reform and social inequality. 

     This research paper will also unravel the scrutiny of the role of various stakeholders, 

including government agencies, advocacy groups, and the public, in shaping and influencing 

policy decisions. Additionally, the examination of case studies and real-world examples will 

provide insight into the practical implications of public policy on individuals and communities. 

As we embark on this exploration, the aim is to unravel the layers of public policy, unveiling the 

mechanisms that drive societal progress and contribute to the betterment of our collective well-

being. 
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Introduction 

     According to (R. K. Sapru, 2004), public policy serves as the backbone of a society, shaping 

the framework within which governments make decisions and allocate resources to address 

societal challenges. This term paper delves into the multifaceted realm of public policy, aiming 

to unravel the complexities inherent in its development, implementation, and subsequent impact 

on diverse communities. Joel D. Barkan (1984) elaborates that, public policy reflects the 

evolving needs and priorities of a society, encompassing a wide range of issues such as 

healthcare, education, economic development, and environmental sustainability. The formulation 

of effective public policy requires a nuanced understanding of the intricate interplay between 

political, social, economic, and cultural factors. 

     By analysing the challenges and opportunities embedded in the public policy process, this 

term paper aims to foster a comprehensive understanding of how policy decisions impact society 

at large. Furthermore, it will shed light on the role of research, data analysis, and evidence-based 

approaches in crafting effective and equitable public policies that stand the test of time. In order 

to thrive, critical thinking and informed engagement with the policies that shape the world we 

inhabit, is key. (Mwangi S. Kimenyi, 2001). 

     Charles O. Jones (1984) argues that, once the government has legitimized some form of 

public policy such as a law, statute, edict, rule, or regulation, the stipulations of that policy must 

be put into action, administered, and enforced to bring about the desired change sought by the 

policy-makers. This task defaults to the government executive and necessitates the designation of 

a government agency as having the responsibility for the new policy. Theoretically the 

responsible agency is given the requisite resources and authority to ensure that the new policy is 

carried out as intended, but in reality, this does not always occur.  
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Methodology 

     A series of research methods were applied. It was conducted in a step-by-step format in order 

to assure full utility of the research methods and ensure in-depth understanding of Public Policy. 

One was literature review, where a comprehensive review of academic literature was conducted 

to understand existing theories, debates, and findings related to your chosen policy area. There 

was also document analysis, where examination of relevant policy documents, reports, and 

official publications were conducted in order to gain insights into the policy's history, 

development, and goals. Case studies were also done in order to analyze specific cases or 

instances where the policy has been implemented to understand its real-world impact and 

effectiveness. There was also use of statistical methods to analyse quantitative data, such as 

surveys or publicly available datasets, to identify trends, correlations, or causal relationships.  

     There was policy mapping, which involved creation of a visual representation of the policy 

ecosystem, mapping out key actors, institutions, and relationships involved in the policy 

implementation. There was comparison of the policy's outcomes and implementation across 

different regions, countries, or time periods to identify variations and learn from diverse 

experiences. In order to acquire an understanding on cost-benefit analysis, there was evaluation 

of the economic impact of the policy by conducting a cost-benefit analysis to assess whether the 

benefits justify the costs. There was also the identification and analysis of the various 

stakeholders involved in the policy process, understanding their interests, power, and influence 

on policy outcomes. This paved way for the examination of public opinion through surveys or 

media analysis to understand how the policy is perceived by the general population. 

     A key result was anticipated after the application of network analysis tools to visualize and 

analyse the relationships and interactions among different actors involved in the policy process. 
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Ethnographic research was also conducted where there was on-the-ground observations and 

interviews to gain a deep, qualitative understanding of the policy's impact on communities and 

individuals. There was also application of forecasting methods and scenario planning to 

anticipate potential future developments and challenges related to the policy. This led to 

development and utilization of simulation models to assess the potential outcomes and 

implications of different policy scenarios.  
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Results 

     The Public Policy aspect was vividly assessed and a clear image and understanding was 

established. It was concluded that the Public Policy is as a result of process that consists of 

various steps that evenly play a crucial role in influencing the nature of the quality of the 

outcome. It was established that the first step was issue identification, then evidence, then 

decision making, then policy implementation and it was concluded by evaluation and learning. 

Ideogramic illustration of the policy-making process 

 

 

     Through the quantitative analysis that was conducted through data statistics, there was an 

interactive case study that was applied on Australia’s National Food Plan. This study saw to the 

discovery understanding of the development of the Australian National Food Plan as a ‘whole of 

government’ food policy that aimed to integrate elements of nutrition and sustainability 
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alongside economic objectives. There is definitely need for utility of policy analysis to explore 

the processes of consultation and stakeholder involvement in the development of the National 

food security and availability state. However, the government should consider the potential 

impact of fiscal policies, such as the good and services tax (GST), on needy and most vulnerable 

groups. This research supports the calls for national integrated food and nutrition policy and 

monitoring and surveillance system that includes a focus on equity, household food security and 

priority populations at increased risk of diet-related diseases. 

Ideogramic illustration of the policy process applied in Australia NFP. Adapted from Walt and 

Gilson (2008: 21) 
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Discussion 

     It was then established that public policy plays a crucial role in shaping the direction of a 

society. It encompasses decisions and actions taken by governments to address public issues and 

improve the well-being of citizens. (Nicholas Sunday, 2013). Debates around public policy often 

revolve around finding the right balance between competing interests, economic considerations, 

social justice, and the overall impact on the community. There was understanding of the Public 

Policy in terms of break down into sections divided into sections, namely; objectives, 

formulation, implementation and evaluation.  

     Under objectives, according to (Andrew J. Jordan and John R Turnpenny, 2015) it was 

established that they can vary based on the specific issue being addressed. There was the aspect 

of social equity. Striving to ensure fairness and justice in the distribution of resources, 

opportunities and benefits within society. Policies under this objective often aim to reduce 

disparities and promote inclusivity. On economic growth, there is need for focusing on policies 

that stimulate economic development, job creation and overall prosperity. This objective is 

crucial for enhancing the standard of living and fostering a thriving economy. Public health and 

safety are another key aspect, which involves implementing measures to protect and improve the 

health and safety of the population. This includes healthcare policies, public health initiatives 

and regulations to ensure product safety. 

     Under formulation, (Thomas R. Dye and Virginia Gray, 1980) argue that, this is a process that 

involves a series of steps; first, policymakers begin by identifying a specific issue or challenge 

that requires attention. Once the problem is identified, policymakers prioritize it on the political 

agenda. Then, in-depth research and analysis are conducted to understand the root causes of the 

problem, assess available options and predict the potential outcomes of different policy choices. 
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Based on the analysis, policymakers generate a range of policy options. They may include 

legislative proposals, regulatory changes or program initiatives. (Michael Howlett and Ishan 

Mukherjee, 2017). Once a preferred option is identified, policymakers draft the policy document. 

This includes defining the policy’s objectives, scope, implementation plan and any legal or 

regulatory changes required. 

     According to (Catherine Bochel and Hugh Bochel, 2017), policy implementation is a complex 

and dynamic process that requires effective coordination, communication and adaptability. 

Success often depends on the commitment of stakeholders, the quality of planning and the ability 

to address challenges as they arise. Communicating the policy to relevant stakeholders, including 

the public to ensure awareness and understanding. Implementing mechanisms to monitor 

progress and evaluate the effectiveness of the policy. This is only proved by collection of data on 

key performance indicators and assessing whether the policy is achieving its intended outcomes. 

Ensuring coordination among different agencies and levels of government involved in 

implementation. Being responsive to unexpected challenges or changes in the external 

environment, assures adaptability. Policies may need to be adapted during implementation to 

address unforeseen issues or to take advantage of emerging opportunities. 

     Trish Mercer, Russell Ayres, Brian Head and john Wanna (2021) elaborate that policy 

evaluation is an ongoing and iterative process, contributing to evidence-based decision-making 

and the continuous improvement of public policies. It helps policymakers understand what 

works, what doesn’t and how policies can be refined to better achieve their intended goals. 

Establishing clear criteria and objectives for evaluating the policy. Gathering relevant data to 

assess the policy’s performance. This may involve quantitative data like statistics and surveys or 

qualitative data like interviews and case studies. Assessing the broader societal impact of the 
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policy can also be a determiner for policy evaluation. Also, assessing long term sustainability of 

the policy. This involves considering whether the positive outcomes can be maintained and 

whether there are any potential negative consequences over time.  
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Conclusion 

     In summation, this term paper delved into the intricate triad of public policy—formulation, 

implementation, and evaluation. We navigated the labyrinth of policy design, recognizing the 

delicate dance between aspirations and practicalities. Moving through the terrain of 

implementation, I witnessed the transformative power of execution, where policies take shape in 

the real world. The journey crescendoed with the critical phase of evaluation, unveiling the 

mirror that reflects a policy's impact and effectiveness. 

     Through the examination of various case studies and theoretical frameworks, we have gained 

insights into the dynamic interplay between government actions and societal outcomes. As we 

navigate the ever-evolving challenges of our globalized world, it is evident that crafting effective 

and equitable public policies is paramount. The journey through this exploration has underscored 

the need for continuous evaluation, adaptability, and inclusive stakeholder engagement in the 

policymaking process. In shaping the future, we must recognize the pivotal role public policy 

plays in shaping the fabric of our societies and strive for solutions that resonate with the diverse 

needs of our communities. (Michael Moran, Martin Rein and Robert E. Goodin, 2008). 

     A vivid exploration proved that, it becomes evident that the journey from conception to 

execution to assessment is a continuum demanding precision, adaptability, and robust feedback 

loops. As we stand at the nexus of policymaking's dynamic trinity, it is imperative to appreciate 

the symbiotic relationship among these phases. Crafting policies that stand the test of time 

requires not only astute formulation but also vigilant implementation and rigorous evaluation. In 

this symphony of governance, the harmonious interplay of these elements orchestrates the 

melodies of progress, echoing the need for a holistic approach to public policy that resonates 

with the evolving needs of society. 



Page 13 of 13 

 

References  

Barkan, J. (1984). Politics and Public Policy in Australia. Greenwood. 

Bochel, H. & Bochel, C. (2017). Making and Implementing Public Policy. Key Concepts and 

Issues. Bloomsbury Publishing. 

Dye, T. & Gray, V. (1980). The Determinants of Public Policy. Lexington, Mass. Lexington 

Books. 

Howlett, M. & Mukherjee, I. (2017). Handbook of Policy Formulation. Edward Elgar 

Publishing. 

Jones, C. (1984). An Introduction to the Study of Public Policy. Brooks/Cole Publishing 

Company. 

Jordan, A. & Turnpenny, J. (2015). The Tools of Policy Formulation: Actors, Capacities, Venues 

and Effects. 

Kimenyi, M. (2001). Effective Private Sector Representation in Policy Formulation and 

Implementation. 

Mercer, T., Ayres, R., Head, B. & Wanna, J. (2021). Interaction Between Public Policy Theory, 

Practice and Teaching. Learning Policy, Doing Policy. ANU Press. 

Moran, M., Rein, M. & Goodin, R. (2008). The Oxford Handbook of Public policy. Oxford 

University Press. 

Sapru, R. (2004). Public Policy. Sterling Publishers Pvt. 

Sunday, N. (2013). Laws and Public Policy: Policy made simple. 


