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Nationalism was a major long-term cause of World War I because it fueled tensions between nations and ethnic groups, contributed to the desire for national superiority, and intensified rivalries across Europe,particularly in the Balkans and Eastern Europe. Nationalism refers to the belief that a particular nation or ethnic group has a unique identity and is entitled to self rule and self determination.The desire for self determination and the intense national pride opened various conflicts which spiraled into a large war.There are many roles that nationalism took part in;
1.Increased Rivalries Between Major Powers.
Nationalism created a sense of superiority and competition among the major European powers especially Britain, France, Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary.Nationalistic aspirants often clashed with existing territorial boundaries, leading to disputes over land and resources.Each nation was determined to assert its dominance and prove its strength, which led to:
	•	Militarization and arms races (especially between Britain and Germany).
	•	Aggressive foreign policies, often backed by public opinion and national pride.
	•	Desire to expand empires, especially in Africa and Asia, leading to colonial rivalries.
2. Destabilization of Multi-Ethnic Empires
In empires like Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire, nationalist movements among ethnic minorities (e.g., Serbs, Bosnians, Czechs, Slovaks) threatened to break up the empires.The idea of uniting Slavic people under a single slavic power, particularly Russian, fostered tension with Austria-Hungary and Austria.This led to internal instability and external tensions:
	•	Pan-Slavism, a movement promoting unity of Slavic peoples (supported by Russia), encouraged Slavic groups under Austro-Hungarian rule to seek independence.
	•	Austria-Hungary saw this as a threat to its survival, especially as Serbia (a Slavic nation) supported independence movements.
3. The Balkan Crisis and Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
Nationalist tensions were especially volatile in the Balkans, often called the “powder keg of Europe”:
	•	Serbia sought to unite all Slavs in the Balkans, conflicting with Austria-Hungary’s territorial interests.
	•	In 1914, Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian Serb nationalist, assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo.
	•	He was part of a nationalist group (the Black Hand) seeking Slavic independence from Austria-Hungary.
	•	This act, driven by nationalism, was the immediate trigger for the war.
4. Public Pressure and National Pride
Government and media outlets often used Nationalism to create sense of unity and patriotism, which could be used to justify aggressive policies and expansionist goals.Nationalism wasn’t limited to elites; it was widespread among the public:
	•	Citizens were taught to be loyal and proud of their nations through schools, media, and propaganda.
	•	This made it difficult for governments to back down in crises without appearing weak.
	•	People celebrated the war when it broke out, seeing it as a chance to assert national glory.
Together with militarism, alliances, and imperialism, nationalism helped create the conditions that made a large-scale war both possible and likely.Nationalism was a major factor that fabricated a climate change of tension although it was not the sole cause of mistrust in Europe leading up to world war 1. For instance the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand , heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne by Serbian nationalist,set off a chain reaction that led to the outbreak of world war 1.
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