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Importance of Self-Care in The Workplace 

Work can be stressful. It's super important to look after the well-being of employees. 

Companies are seeing that self-care isn’t just up to individuals and it means doing things that 

help you stay physically, emotionally and mentally healthy.  

Self-care includes steps that people take to look after their health. In a job setting, it 

covers the practices employees do to keep fit, stay balanced emotionally and be clear-headed 

mentally. Things like exercise and mindfulness help here. There are also things companies can do 

to create a friendly work environment. Research by Williams et al. (2022) shows that while 

people talk a lot about burnout and job dissatisfaction, self-care still doesn’t get used enough to 

boost health and productivity. 

The Impact of Self-Care on Job Satisfaction and Performance 

Burnout is a big problem for many especially those who need lots of emotional and 

physical energy. Researchers Monroe et al. (2021) note that burnout can show up as feeling 

exhausted, doing poorly at your job or giving less care in healthcare roles. Mindfulness, being 

aware of your thoughts and feelings, has turned out to be a mighty tool against burnout. 

A program called Project7 uses mindfulness techniques. According to Monroe et al. 

(2021), folks in this program felt much happier at work, communicated better with others and 

enjoyed their jobs more. This goes along with other studies saying mindfulness helps manage 

stress and improves how happy people feel in their jobs. 

Physical Health and Self-Care Practices 

Many professionals deal with physical health issues caused by job demands and working 

conditions. Take nurses, they often deal with back pain from lifting patients or standing for too 

long (Williams et al., 2022). Luckily, self-care like regular exercise can really help. 
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Getting exercise into daily life eases physical stress and cuts down on injuries. For 

example, structured workout programs can boost strength and stamina-super useful for tough 

jobs. When you mix mindfulness with exercise, as shown by Gómez-Borges et al. (2022), it 

improves personal resources and helps everyone feel better overall, leading to happier workers 

with less absenteeism. 

Mediating Role of Personal and Job Resources 

 Personal Resources and Well-Being 

Personal resources are things like emotional skills and mental toughness that help people 

stay healthy mentally. Gómez-Borges et al. (2022) discovered that mindfulness builds these 

individual skills, which helps employees feel good overall. So, when people improve their 

resilience through self-care practices, they handle job pressures better. 

 Job Resources and Organizational Support 

Job resources also play a part in how well someone feels at work-but they’re not 

everything. Gómez-Borges et al. (2022) found that even if there are lots of resources at work, 

they don’t always connect with self-care efforts boosting well-being. This means creating 

friendly workplaces is important-but developing personal growth through self-care is what truly 

helps. 

Challenges in Implementing Self-Care Practices 

 Organizational Barriers 

Even though we know self-care is good for all of us, making it happen at work can be 

tough. Monroe et al. (2021) point out that problems like costs or lack of space for training can 

slow down the adoption of wellness programs like mindfulness or fitness classes. 

 



4 

 

 Work Environment and Personal Time Constraints 

Plus, busy workplaces often push employees to skip their own health needs. Many might 

focus on tasks instead of taking care of themselves leading to more stress (Williams et al., 2022). 

Fixing this takes teamwork between employers and employees creating a culture where taking 

care of oneself is valued. 

Practical Implications and Recommendations 

 Developing Mindfulness Programs 

To enhance employee happiness, organizations should weave mindfulness into their 

wellness programs. Just like in Project7, programs focusing on awareness and emotional smarts 

have shown great results in job enjoyment and teamwork (Monroe et al., 2021). Such programs 

help employees handle stress better while uplifting the entire workplace mood. 

 Promoting Physical Exercise 

Regular physical activity is another great way to support employee health. Employers 

could set up fitness rooms or fun group workout sessions or even offer rewards for staying 

active. Regular exercise boosts physical strength and lifts mental spirits, leading to happier 

workers (Williams et al., 2022). 

 Creating Supportive Work Environments 

Good workplaces encourage self-care. Companies need to build environments supporting 

employee wellness with good resources and tools as pointed out by Gómez-Borges et al. (2022). 

Offering flexible schedules or mental health days adds support for balancing personal and 

professional life. 
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 Encouraging Work-Life Balance  

Organizations must promote a healthy balance between work life and personal lives. 

They can do this by allowing remote work or flexible hours so everyone gets breaks when they 

need to. 

Conclusion 

People are starting to realize how important self-care is for feeling good on the job. 

Mindfulness and exercise are super helpful practices that help fight burnout while raising job 

satisfaction and overall health. However, making these practices work has its challenges like 

company rules or busy schedules standing in the way. By investing in mindfulness programs, 

encouraging exercise habits, fostering friendly workplace settings and supporting balance in life 

outside work, a healthier happier workforce awaits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

References 

Gómez-Borges, A., Peláez Zuberbühler, M. J., Martínez, I. M., & Salanova, M. (2022). Self-care 

at work matters: How job and personal resources mediate between self-care and 

psychological well-being. Journal of Work and Organizational Psychology, 38(3), 231-

239. https://doi.org/10.5093/jwop2022a1 

Monroe, C., Loresto, F., Horton-Deutsch, S., Kleiner, C., Eron, K., Varney, R., & Grimm, S. 

(2021). The value of intentional self-care practices: The effects of mindfulness on 

improving job satisfaction, teamwork, and workplace environments. Archives of 

Psychiatric Nursing, 35(2), 189-194. 

Williams, S. G., Fruh, S., Barinas, J. L., & Graves, R. J. (2022). Self-care in nurses. Journal of 

Radiology Nursing, 41(1), 22-27. 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.5093/jwop2022a1

