What is the importance of scriptures?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scriptures also referred to as Holy Scripture, Holy Writ, and it can be defined as a writings that are regarded as holy in a particular religion, for example the Bible in Christianity.

The following are some importance of scriptures with reference to the Bible in Christianity: -

1) The scriptures show us God’s character. It is our definitive source for the answers to our questions about God.
When we read through the scriptures we get to understand the characteristics of God for example when we read through (Hebrews 1:1-3). “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven”. We get to understand how god speaks to his people both in the past and at the present time.
2) It Gives Instruction for Daily Life
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. (2 Timothy 3:16, NIV)
The Scripture is full of practical wisdom for life, especially in the New Testament. The writers wanted their readers to know how to live the way God intended. You will find information that will help as you figure out how to be a parent, how to have a successful marriage, how to approach your work, how to care for family members, how to forgive and how to love.
Even when the specifics are tied to cultures or situations different than yours, beneath those specifics you will find practical principles that will help you in your daily twenty-first-century life. 

3) It Shows What God’s Will Is
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — His good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2, NIV)
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV)
Do you ever wonder, “What does God want to do in my life? How do I know which path to follow?” There are a lot of Scripture verses that mention God’s will, but these two give you a broad and specific answer. Broadly, work on transforming your thought life to align with God’s thoughts. How? By reading God’s Word. More specifically, live in joy, pray always and radiate gratitude for the blessings in your life. This will also lead you into God’s will.
4) Scripture protects us from twisting the truth.
The Word of God is challenging, and because sin is a power at work against man, it’s inevitable that people will twist the words of God for their own purposes. This sort of manipulation will be confusing and distracting to those who do not regularly seek a fuller grasp of God’s Word through study.
Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. (2 Peter 3:15b-16)
Study of the Scriptures is important for the health of a believer. Someone who reads daily but never spends times in study is like a person who eats regular, nourishing meals but never bothers to discover why the meals are nourishing: You gain some benefit, but can’t appreciate the components of the meal, nor can you fully apply the concepts of nourishment to other facets of life.
For example, when reading through a verse or book of the Scripture, we will get the benefit of its implications on our current experience, but we may miss the meaning of the context in which it was written. This expanded view of the insight of Scripture is only available through study.
5)  Reading the Bible helps us to be fruitful.
“... but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither —   whatever they do prospers” (Psalm 1:2-3).

6) Bible study opens our understanding.
The Old Testament is rich with promises of Jesus and his work. The New Testament narrative stands on the testimony of the Old. A fuller study of both Testaments gives a greater knowledge of what Jesus fulfilled in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension. It also gives hope and strength that Jesus will return to begin his eternal reign.
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:27)
The Old Testament is rich with promises of Jesus and his work. The New Testament narrative stands on the testimony of the Old. A fuller study of both Testaments gives a greater knowledge of what Jesus fulfilled in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension. It also gives hope and strength that Jesus will return to begin his eternal reign.
As the Holy Spirit does his work in us, we become more open to God’s wisdom. The men on the road to Emmaus were familiar with Scripture and had even known Jesus before his crucifixion. But it wasn’t until after Jesus’ resurrection and his opening the Scriptures to them that they gained a deeper comprehension of Jesus and his work.
There may be work the Spirit needs to do in us before parts of God’s Word open to us. A passage we’ve read multiple times, studied before, and thought we understood may suddenly take on new dimensions through the enlightening of the eyes of our hearts
7) Scriptures reveals How Much God Loves You
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. (1 John 4:7-8, NIV)
God loves you. Period. End of story. It’s OK if you struggle to believe it, and it’s OK if you do not feel it. But you should know it is the truth. If “God is love” like the verse quoted above says, what does that mean for you and me? How can you experience God’s love?
8) It’s Full of Truth
Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth. (John 17:17, NIV)
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32, NIV)
God is truth. That’s another aspect of His character that shows itself throughout the Bible. Some say truth is relative, and it can be overwhelming to know where to go for truth. These days, data and personal opinion are two things people often turn to.
But the Bible is ultimately where truth is found. Ask God to show you His truth when you read the Scriptures; He will reveal it to you. The Old Testament Book of Proverbs contains wisdom for life and is a great place to start if you are looking for biblical truth.
9) It’s Historically Accurate
In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. (Luke 2:1-4, NIV)
The Bible records history and sets its historical narratives within a wider historical context. The Old Testament especially mentions landmarks and rulers of the periods when its books were written.
The verse above is from the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke, which focuses on the life of Jesus, and it identifies the real historical context for Jesus’ birth. If you are skeptical about whether Jesus actually lived on earth, try reading “The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel. Strobel interviewed scholars and historians to find out what evidence there is that Jesus really did live, die and rise from the dead.

In summary
The importance of scriptures can be summarized through a case study of significant individuals and how they can shape social and individual values in accordance with faith-based teachings. Indeed, by creating figures of authority through written text, the scriptures complements God's spoken word in the form of the Holy Spirit. In John 3:16, the view that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” not only highlights the role of Christ as a saviour but also brings to light God’s unwavering love towards mankind. As per the above statement, it is evident that through the Gospels, the backbone of Christian texts, adherents form deeper connections with the divine and are given insights into the history and beliefs surrounding their faiths. Additionally, in Acts 7:22 the idea that “Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.” highlights the crucial role of Prophet Moses as a paragon of God’s law and more broadly, suggests his importance to the Abrahamic faiths. Thus, the integral role of the Gospels, which collectively make up the Bible, is demonstrated through the illumination of significant figures, who, in turn, provide moral guidance and act as symbols of God’s law in Christianity. 
