
Global approaches are strategies and methodologies adopted by individuals, organizations, 

governments, and international entities to address issues and opportunities that have worldwide 

implications. These approaches often transcend national boundaries and require collaborative efforts to 

tackle complex problems.Some of the global approaches are: 1.Multilateralism_Multilateralism refers to 

the practice of multiple countries working together on a given issue. This approach is often 

institutionalized through international organizations such as the United Nations (UN), World Trade 

Organization (WTO), and the World Health Organization (WHO).Key Features:Inclusivity: Engages 

numerous countries to ensure broad participation and buy-in.Collective Decision-Making: Decisions are 

made collectively, often requiring consensus or majority agreement.Shared Responsibility: Countries 

share the burden of addressing global challenges, such as climate change, pandemics, and international 

security.For instance:Paris Agreement: An international treaty on climate change adopted by 196 

countries to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.World 

Health Assembly: The decision-making body of WHO, involving representatives from all member states 

to address global health issues. 

2. Bilateral and Regional AgreementsWhile multilateralism involves many countries, bilateral and 

regional agreements focus on cooperation between two countries or within a specific region.Key 

Features:Targeted Cooperation: Allows for focused and specific agreements tailored to the needs of the 

involved parties.Flexibility: Easier to negotiate and implement than multilateral agreements.Regional 

Stability: Promotes stability and economic growth within regions through trade agreements, defense 

pacts, and cultural exchanges.Examples:North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA): A trilateral 

trade agreement between the United States, Canada, and Mexico aimed at reducing trade 

barriers.European Union (EU): A political and economic union of 27 European countries that have 

standardized laws and policies to facilitate free trade and movement. 

3. Global GovernanceGlobal governance encompasses the structures and processes that enable various 

actors (states, international organizations, private sector, and civil society) to coordinate their activities 

and manage global issues.Key Features:Institutional Frameworks: Includes formal institutions like the 

UN, WTO, and International Monetary Fund (IMF).Norms and Standards: Establishes global norms, 

standards, and regulations, such as human rights conventions and environmental 

protocols.Accountability and Compliance: Mechanisms to ensure compliance and accountability, 

including international courts and arbitration bodies.Examples:International Criminal Court (ICC): A 

court established to prosecute individuals for genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration: An intergovernmental negotiated agreement 

prepared under the auspices of the UN to cover all dimensions of international migration in a holistic 

and comprehensive manner. 

4. Sustainable DevelopmentGoals (SDGs)The SDGs, adopted by the UN in 2015, are a set of 17 global 

goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all" by 2030.Key 

Features:Universality: Applicable to all countries, irrespective of their level of 

development.Interconnectedness: Recognizes the interconnected nature of social, economic, and 

environmental sustainability.Measurable Targets: Includes 169 targets to be achieved across the 17 

goals. 



Examples:Goal 1: No poverty.Goal 13: Climate action.Goal 17: Partnerships for the goals. 

5. Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)PPPs involve collaboration between government agencies and 

private sector companies to finance, build, and operate projects that serve the public.Key 

Features:Resource Mobilization: Leverages private sector investment and expertise to complement 

public funding.Risk Sharing: Shares risks and responsibilities between public and private 

partners.Innovation and Efficiency: Encourages innovation and operational efficiency through private 

sector involvement.Examples:Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria: A partnership 

between governments, civil society, the private sector, and people affected by the diseases.Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance: A public-private partnership that helps vaccinate children against deadly diseases. 

6. International Trade and Economic IntegrationEconomic integration and trade agreements foster 

global economic cooperation and development by reducing barriers to trade and investment.Key 

Features:Market Access: Provides access to larger markets for goods and services.Economic Growth: 

Stimulates economic growth and development through increased trade and investment.Standardization: 

Harmonizes regulations and standards to facilitate trade.Examples:World Trade Organization (WTO): 

Oversees global trade rules and ensures that trade flows smoothly, predictably, and freely.Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (TPP): A trade agreement among 12 Pacific Rim countries to promote economic integration. 

7. Global Health InitiativesGlobal health initiatives address public health issues that transcend national 

borders, such as pandemics, non-communicable diseases, and health system strengthening.Key 

Features:Coordinated Response: Ensures a coordinated international response to health 

emergencies.Capacity Building: Strengthens health systems and capacities in low- and middle-income 

countries.Research and Innovation: Promotes global health research and the development of new 

health technologies.Examples:COVAX: A global initiative aimed at equitable access to COVID-19 

vaccines.Global Polio Eradication Initiative: A public-private partnership led by national governments 

and international organizations to eradicate polio. 

8. Climate Change Mitigation and AdaptationClimate change is a global challenge that requires 

international cooperation to mitigate its impacts and adapt to its effects.Key Features:Emissions 

Reduction: Implementing policies and measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.Adaptation 

Strategies: Developing strategies to adapt to the impacts of climate change, such as rising sea levels and 

extreme weather events.Funding Mechanisms: Establishing financial mechanisms to support climate 

action, particularly in developing countries.Examples:Kyoto Protocol: An international treaty that 

commits its parties to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.Green Climate Fund: A fund established to 

assist developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate change. 

9. Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster ReliefHumanitarian assistance involves providing aid to people 

affected by disasters, conflicts, and emergencies.Key Features:Rapid Response: Ensuring quick and 

effective response to emergencies.Coordination: Coordinating efforts among various actors, including 

governments, NGOs, and international organizations.Capacity Building: Strengthening the resilience and 

capacity of affected communities.Examples:International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement: 



Provides humanitarian assistance during emergencies and disasters.UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): Coordinates international humanitarian response efforts. 

10. Human Rights and Social JusticePromoting and protecting human rights and social justice is a core 

aspect of global approaches to ensure dignity and equality for all individuals.Key Features:International 

Norms and Standards: Establishing and promoting international human rights norms and 

standards.Advocacy and Awareness: Raising awareness and advocating for human rights and social 

justice issues.Legal Mechanisms: Providing legal mechanisms and frameworks for protecting and 

promoting human rights.Examples:Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): An international 

document that enshrines the rights and freedoms of all human beings.International Labour Organization 

(ILO): Promotes social justice and internationally recognized human and labor rights.In summary Global 

approaches are essential in addressing the multifaceted and interconnected challenges of the modern 

world. They require collaboration, innovation, and commitment from various actors across different 

sectors and regions. By leveraging these approaches, the global community can work towards a more 

sustainable, equitable, and prosperous future for all. 


