Introduction:
The Federal Information Security Modernization Act (FISMA) is a United States legislation that addresses the need for stronger cybersecurity measures across federal agencies. Enacted in 2002 and subsequently updated in 2014, FISMA establishes guidelines and requirements for federal information security practices. One key component of FISMA is the FISMA Report, which serves as a comprehensive assessment of an agency's information security program. In this essay, we will delve into the details of the FISMA Report, its purpose, structure, and the significance it holds in ensuring the protection of sensitive government information. 

FISMA Overview: 
FISMA was enacted to strengthen information security measures within federal agencies by mandating specific practices and procedures. The law requires agencies to develop and implement comprehensive information security programs, conduct risk assessments, and establish continuous monitoring processes to detect and address vulnerabilities. The FISMA Report serves as a critical component of this legislation by providing a snapshot of an agency's overall security posture. Purpose of the 

FISMA Report: 
The primary purpose of the FISMA Report is to evaluate an agency's information security program and provide insights into its effectiveness. It enables agencies to identify areas of improvement, prioritize resource allocation, and ensure compliance with FISMA requirements. Moreover, the report helps to foster transparency and accountability by facilitating communication between agencies and oversight bodies, such as the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

FISMA Report Components:
 The FISMA Report consists of several essential components, each serving a distinct purpose in evaluating an agency's information security program. These components include: 

a. System Inventory and Categorization:
 Agencies must maintain an inventory of their information systems and categorize them based on their impact level. This step helps agencies prioritize their security efforts and allocate appropriate resources based on the sensitivity of the information they handle. 

b. Risk Assessment:
 Agencies are required to conduct regular risk assessments to identify potential threats and vulnerabilities in their systems. These assessments help agencies determine the likelihood and potential impact of security incidents and develop appropriate mitigation strategies. 

c. Security Controls: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]FISMA mandates the implementation of a set of baseline security controls known as the Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) 200 and the corresponding National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Special Publication (SP) 800-53. The FISMA Report assesses an agency's compliance with these controls and highlights any deviations or deficiencies.

 d. Security Plan and Procedures:
 Agencies are required to develop a comprehensive security plan and associated procedures to guide their information security efforts. The FISMA Report evaluates the adequacy and effectiveness of these plans in addressing security risks and ensuring compliance with FISMA requirements. 

e. Security Awareness and Training: 
Human factors play a crucial role in information security. The FISMA Report assesses an agency's efforts to educate and train its workforce on security best practices, policies, and procedures to ensure a security-conscious culture. 

f. Incident Response and Contingency Planning:
 Agencies must have established incident response and contingency plans to effectively respond to security incidents and ensure the continuity of operations. The FISMA Report evaluates the adequacy of these plans and assesses an agency's preparedness to handle security incidents. 

Reporting and Compliance: 
Agencies are required to submit their FISMA Reports to oversight bodies such as the OMB and the DHS. These reports enable these bodies to evaluate agencies' compliance with FISMA requirements and provide necessary guidance and oversight. Additionally, the FISMA Reports also contribute to the government-wide reporting on information security through the annual Federal Information Security Modernization Act (FISMA)
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