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[bookmark: _GoBack]CASE STUDY:  THE RISE OF THE NAZI PARTY, ITS PORTRAYAL IN TRIUMPH OF THE WILL AND THEMES EXPLORED IN TRIUMPH OF THE WILL.
      The rise of the Nazi Party during the Great Depression was influenced by economic hardships and government failures in Germany. The severe economic crisis led to widespread unemployment and a decline in social provisions. Bank collapses and austerity measures caused despair and hopelessness among the German people. The failure of the Weimar Republic in addressing these issues further undermined public trust and paved the way for the populist strategies employed by the Nazi Party. By capitalizing on the nation's distress, the party presented itself as the solution to Germany's economic and national rebirth. The rise of the Nazi Party can be attributed to economic distress, government failures, and their ability to exploit the fears and frustrations of the people. Another attribute to their rise is the propaganda film Triumph of the Will. Triumph of the Will portrays Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party as the embodiment of Germany, with the leader commanding overwhelming support from the German public. Through a combination of carefully crafted visual and narrative techniques, the film creates a cult-like atmosphere, showcasing Hitler as a reverential figure, and blurs the line between reality and staged scenes. Triumph of the Will is pure propaganda, serving the interests of the Nazi regime by promoting their anti-communist and pro-capitalist agenda. The film portrays left-wing political groups as enemies of the nation and promotes capitalism as the solution to Germany's economic distress. Overall, Triumph of the Will serves as a powerful tool for disseminating the Nazi Party's ideology, creating an image of national rejuvenation while promoting hateful and oppressive ideas.



The Rise of the Nazi Party
      During the Great Depression, many German citizens were affected by the 'austerity' cuts in social provisions such as housing, health, and education (Voth H. Joachim, 2020). The bank collapses that followed resulted in a significant increase in unemployment, causing a surge in populist ideology from the Nazi Party. This Party used propaganda centered around restoring the glory of Germany, capitalizing on the nation's despair, and exploiting the weak position of the Weimar Republic (Voth H. Joachim, 2020). The economic distress the German people experienced alongside the Government's failures in handling the situation made the Third Reich's promises of economic and national rebirth irresistible (Joseph W. Bendersky, 2020).
      The Nazi Party's success in securing a significant portion of votes can also be attributed to their adept use of a populist strategy. Through their propaganda and charismatic leader, Adolf Hitler, they connected with the common people, often exploiting their fears, frustrations, and hopes (Joseph W. Bendersky, 2020). This populist approach allowed the Nazi Party to gain popularity and win free elections, despite their ultimate goal of destroying the Weimar Republic and establishing a dictatorship. They capitalized on the economic hardships faced by many Germans, presenting themselves as the solution to their problems and promising to restore Germany's greatness (Joseph W. Bendersky, 2020).
      Municipalities with exposure to banks facing issues played a significant role in the Nazi Party's rise to power. These municipalities experienced a disproportionate increase in their vote share for the Nazi party compared to those not affected by bank failures (Joseph W. Bendersky, 2020). The economic distress caused by these bank collapses, combined with the populist strategies employed by the Nazi party, resulted in a surge of support from the affected communities. The Nazi party capitalized on the grievances and frustrations of the people, promising stability, economic recovery, and a return to national pride (Joseph W. Bendersky, 2020; Voth H. Joachim, 2020).
      Middle-class voters were drawn to the Nazi party during the turbulent times of economic hardship and tax increases. The middle class, which consisted of many potential Nazi voters, was particularly affected by the economic distress and the burden of increased taxes (Voth H. Joachim, 2020). The promises made by the Nazi party, such as restoring economic stability and protecting the interests of the middle class, resonated with this demographic. They saw the Nazi party as a viable solution to their economic struggles and viewed them as champions of their interests (Voth H. Joachim, 2020). This support further contributed to the growing popularity and 
      Propaganda played a pivotal role in the rise of the Nazi Party. The significance of propaganda cannot be overstated, as it was instrumental in shaping public opinion and garnering support for the party. Through a well-orchestrated propaganda machine, the Nazis effectively utilized emotional appeals and the presentation of a 'populist solution' to appeal to the masses (Gellately R., 2020). Emotional manipulation and the promise of addressing the grievances of the people resonated with individuals who were disillusioned by the economic hardships and political instability of the time. The Nazis tapped into the fears and anxieties of the population, presenting themselves as the solution to the problems that plagued Germany. The expert use of propaganda by the Nazi Party contributed significantly to their rise to power (Gellately R., 2020).
      The role of low-educated voters in the rise of the Nazi Party cannot be underestimated. The 'populist solution' presented by the Nazis appealed particularly to this demographic, who held prejudiced beliefs and were more susceptible to simplistic solutions. The Nazi Party's propaganda machine targeted these individuals, tapping into their fears, anxieties, and frustrations (Gellately R., 2020). The promise of a better future and the scapegoating of certain groups resonated with low-educated voters, who were looking for someone to blame for their economic hardships and societal discontent. The Nazi Party's ability to tap into the prejudices and emotions of low-educated voters played a crucial role in their rise to power (Gellately R., 2020). 
The Rise of the Nazi Party: Donny Gluckstein
      One of the significant political reasons for the Nazi Party's rise was the German resentment towards the Treaty of Versailles (Donny Gluckstein, 2012). The treaty imposed harsh penalties on Germany, such as financial reparations and territorial losses, which led to widespread outrage among the German people. Additionally, the democratic system in Germany was fragmented, with multiple factions competing for power (Donny Gluckstein, 2012). This struggle resulted in ineffective government policies and a lack of stability, making it easier for extremist groups such as the Nazi Party to gain support and power.
      High unemployment rates and hyperinflation were two of the significant socio-economic reasons behind the Nazi Party's rise to power. Germany faced high levels of unemployment and hyperinflation in the aftermath of World War I (Donny Gluckstein, 2012). This resulted from the country's inability to pay for the damages caused by the war and led to an increasingly unstable and impoverished society. As a result, many Germans were disillusioned with the political and economic systems in place, making them more open to radical political ideologies such as those promoted by the Nazi Party (Donny Gluckstein, 2012).
      The Nazi Party's racist and nationalistic worldview was a crucial ideological driver behind their rise to power. They promoted a belief in the superiority of the so-called Aryan race and the inferiority of other groups, such as Jews, Romani, homosexuals, and people with disabilities. Along with this racist ideology, the Nazi Party exploited Germans' feelings of humiliation and resentment following World War I (Donny Gluckstein, 2012). According to them, Germany lost WWI not because of a lack of military prowess but because of betrayal by forces inside Germany, including Jews, communists, and socialists (Donny Gluckstein, 2012). By combining racism with a narrative of victimization, the Nazi Party was successful in tapping into a deep-seated sense of national pride among Germans, ultimately solidifying their grip on power.
The Rise of the Nazi Party: Chris Harman 
      Following World War I, Germany underwent a period of great instability due to economic and political turmoil. In his analysis of the rise of the Nazi Party, Chris Harman highlights the socio-economic factors, ideological reasons, implicit reasons, and political factors that contributed to the rise of the party. Throughout the post-World War I era, Germany was grappling with extreme poverty and unemployment. Hyperinflation that wiped out the fortunes of many Germans. The Nazi Party capitalized on these hardships to win support among the population, promising to restore Germany's power and prestige. In the subsequent paragraphs, we will discuss each of these factors in more detail.
      The devastation of World War I and the Treaty of Versailles left Germany in economic ruins. Extreme poverty and unemployment plagued the population in the post-World War I era, which allowed for the Nazi Party to gain a foothold. People began to grow increasingly desperate, and the Nazi's propaganda machine blamed Jews and other minorities for their economic misfortunes. Furthermore, hyperinflation pushed many Germans into poverty, while the Nazi Party capitalized on the government's failure to address these economic issues. As Chris Harman notes, the Nazi Party used fear and disillusionment among the population to gain support and momentum (Chris Harman, 2017).
      The Nazi Party's ideology was built on racism, scapegoating, and promotion of nationalist and militarist agendas that aimed to restore Germany's power and prestige after its defeat in World War I (Chris Harman, 2017). The scapegoating of Jewish people and other minority groups was intended to divert the public's attention from the Nazi Party's failure to address economic and social challenges. The party also pushed for a hyper-nationalist agenda that promised to restore the nation's pride and overcome what it perceived as the humiliation it faced following World War I. Moreover, the militaristic ideology of the Nazi Party aimed to restore Germany's status as a great power in Europe while expanding its territories and resources.
      Harman suggests that the authoritarian nature of the Nazi Party, as well as its cult of personality, appealed to a significant portion of the German population. This is an implicit reason for the rise of the Nazis. Furthermore, the failure of democracy and liberalism must also be acknowledged, as the German people began to lose faith in the democratic system. In the aftermath of World War I, Germany experienced significant political upheaval, and democracy proved to be unable to resolve the nation's complex and interconnected problems (Chris Harman, 2017). The Nazi Party was able to exploit this and offer an alternative to liberal democracy, which promised a strong, authoritarian government that could address Germany's issues.
      The collapse of the Weimar Republic also contributed to the rise of the Nazi Party. The weaknesses of the regime, such as its inability to address economic and political issues, and the challenges faced by democracy, allowed the Nazi Party to gain ground (Chris Harman, 2017). Furthermore, the political instability and corruption in the Weimar Republic created the disillusionment and lack of trust necessary for the Nazi Party to gain support. Germans who were desperate for change saw the Nazi Party as an alternative to the corrupt and ineffective status quo, perceiving it as a party that could provide a strong and effective government (Chris Harman, 2017).






The Rise of the Nazi Party: Axel Fair-Schulz 
      The rise of the Nazi party is a complex phenomenon that remains the subject of much study and debate. Axel Fair Schulz provides a comprehensive explanation for this phenomenon in his work. Schulz argues that the rise of the Nazi party must be understood in terms of a complex interplay of socio-economic, ideological, and political factors. Indeed, the Nazis were able to gain power due to a confluence of events that were specific to the political and economic landscape of Germany during the early 1930s. In this essay, I will explore Schulz's theories and examine how these complex factors interacted to shape the rise of the Nazi party.
      Germany's economic struggles in the 1920s created conditions that contributed to the rise of the Nazi party. Inflation and unemployment characterized the Weimar Republic, and the government's inability to solve these problems left the country in chaos. In this context, the Nazi Party emerged as a viable alternative to the existing political order. Additionally, the party appealed to the middle class by positioning itself as an alternative to the perceived decadence of the Weimar Republic (Axel Fair-Schulz, 2017). The Nazis also created the impression that they would address class issues and promote economic growth. As a result, many Germans saw the Nazi Party as a means to restore order and stability to the country.
      Ideologically, the Nazi party aimed to restore Germany's pride and power, which they believed the country had lost in the aftermath of World War I (Axel Fair-Schulz, 2017). Their focus on nationalism garnered significant support from the German people. The Nazis also promoted a sense of unity, emphasizing the need for a strong and united Germany. Their ideology was based on a racist view of the world with a particular emphasis on the superiority of the Aryan race (Axel Fair-Schulz, 2017). This message resonated with many Germans who were struggling with the country's perceived decline and were looking for leadership that would restore their country's position on the world stage.
      The political instability in Germany during the early 1930s created a favorable environment for the rise of the Nazi Party. Discontent with the existing political order, many Germans were willing to turn to extreme measures to address their concerns (Axel Fair-Schulz, 2017). The Nazis also used propaganda and the media to their advantage to sway public opinion. Their message was reinforced through the use of rallies and speeches that were orchestrated to create an aura of strength and power around the party. Additionally, the Nazis used the government's weaknesses and divisions to their advantage, ultimately working their way into power and establishing a dictatorship that lasted until 1945.

The Portrayal of the Nazi Party in the film Triumph of the Will
     In the film Triumph of the Will, directed by Leni Riefenstahl, the Nazi regime is portrayed as a powerful symbol of unity and devotion to Hitler, highlighting the overwhelming support that the German public had for their leader (Maddock D., 2021). The film provides a glimpse into the carefully crafted image of the Nazi Party, depicting Hitler as the embodiment of Germany and German identity. Through a combination of footage shot from behind Hitler's car and scenes that purport to show his perspective, the audience is given the impression that Hitler is not just a leader, but Germany itself (Maddock D., 2021). The film creates a cult-like atmosphere, showcasing the absolute worship and adoration of Hitler by the German public. Despite being a documentary, Triumph of the Will is exposed as pure propaganda for its time, blurring the line between reality and staged scenes (Maddock D., 2021).
     The film Triumph of the Will presents the Nazi regime in a way that depicts Hitler as not just a leader, but the embodiment of Germany and German identity. Through carefully selected footage, the film showcases the cult-like atmosphere and the overwhelming worship of Hitler by the German public (Maddock D., 2021). Viewers are shown scenes of mass rallies, where thousands of people gather to express their devotion and allegiance to Hitler. The film captures the intense enthusiasm and adoration that the German people had for their leader, portraying him as a powerful and revered figure (Maddock D., 2021). This presentation of the Nazi regime in Triumph of the Will serves to emphasize the unity and unwavering support that Hitler commanded during this time.

Prominent Themes in the film Triumph of the Will
      Triumph of the Will explores themes of war, peace, and the memory of World War I in its portrayal of the Nazi regime. The film navigates these themes by presenting Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party as the solution to the chaos and devastation caused by World War I. It highlights their efforts to restore peace and order to Germany, promoting the idea that the nation can rise again under Nazi rule (Maddock D., 2021). World War I holds significant significance in shaping the German national identity, as the war had a profound impact on the country's psyche and created a desire for a strong leader who could restore Germany's lost glory (Maddock D., 2021). By invoking the memory of WWI, Triumph of the Will seeks to align the nationalist sentiments of the German people with the vision of the Nazi Party.
      Triumph of the Will prominently portrays racism and anti-Semitism, aligning with the Nazi regime's oppressive ideologies (Maddock D., 2021). The film spreads these ideas through visual and narrative techniques, emphasizing the superiority of the Aryan race and the demonization of Jewish people. Jews are depicted as the enemy, responsible for Germany's perceived decline, and their exclusion and persecution are promoted as necessary for the nation's rejuvenation. Propaganda techniques such as selective framing, dehumanization, and the use of symbols and imagery reinforce these racist beliefs and manipulate the emotions of the audience (Maddock D., 2021). Through the deliberate portrayal of racism and anti-Semitism, Triumph of the Will serves as a powerful tool for disseminating the Nazi Party's hateful ideology.
      Triumph of the Will portrays a strong anti-leftist and anti-communist sentiment, aligning with the Nazi regime's opposition to political ideologies that challenge their authority. The film depicts left-wing political groups as enemies of the nation, emphasizing their perceived threat to German society and the need to eradicate them. Additionally, the film promotes capitalism as a central principle underpinning the Nazi Party's vision of a prosperous Germany (Maddock D., 2021). Propaganda techniques such as demonization, juxtaposition, and the manipulation of symbols and imagery are employed to reinforce these ideas and create a sense of unity and support for the Nazi Party's anti-leftist and pro-capitalist agenda (Maddock D., 2021). Through these techniques, Triumph of the Will effectively spreads the message of the Nazi regime and fosters a collective rejection of leftist and communist ideologies.
      Triumph of the Will addresses the economic crisis of the Great Depression by portraying the Nazi Party as the solution to Germany's economic woes. The film presents Adolf Hitler as a charismatic leader who promises to revive the nation's economy and restore prosperity (Maddock D., 2021). Through carefully crafted scenes, the film showcases grandiose displays of unity, strength, and enthusiasm, projecting an image of national rejuvenation. Propaganda techniques such as idealized imagery, mass demonstrations, and the manipulation of emotions work together to instill a sense of hope and confidence in the audience, suggesting that the Nazi Party's economic policies can alleviate the effects of the Great Depression. By addressing the economic crisis in this manner, Triumph of the Will effectively reinforces the perception that the Nazi Party holds the key to Germany's economic recovery (Maddock D., 2021).
      Triumph of the Will promotes the concept of a unified German community, known as the People's Community (Volksgemeinschaft), through its visual and narrative techniques. The film depicts a collective sense of national identity and belonging, emphasizing the unity and strength of the German people under the leadership of the Nazi Party (Maddock D., 2021). Through carefully crafted scenes of mass gatherings, parades, and synchronized movements, the film creates a powerful image of a united community, fostering a sense of pride, loyalty, and camaraderie among the audience. Propaganda techniques such as idealized imagery, repetition of symbols and slogans, and the manipulation of emotions effectively promote the idea of a Volksgemeinschaft, bolstering support for the Nazi regime and its vision of a unified German society (Maddock D., 2021).
     In Triumph of the Will, issues of class are addressed through the film's portrayal of a united German community regardless of social status (Maddock D., 2021). The film emphasizes the collective identity of the German people, disregarding socioeconomic differences and promoting a sense of togetherness. By showcasing diverse groups of individuals participating in the Nazi Party events, the film creates an image of solidarity that transcends class divisions (Maddock D., 2021). Propaganda techniques such as the use of collective symbols, mass demonstrations, and idealized imagery work to promote the idea that the Nazi Party's vision encompasses all members of society, regardless of their socioeconomic background. Through these techniques, Triumph of the Will promotes the idea of a classless society united under the Nazi regime's leadership.
      Triumph of the Will portrays traditional gender roles and reinforces gender stereotypes through its depiction of women in subordinate and supportive roles (Maddock D., 2021). The film highlights women as nurturing mothers, devoted wives, and active participants in the Nazi Party. By showcasing female attendees in the crowds, cheering, and pledging their support, the film promotes the idea of women as dutiful and loyal followers of the Nazi regime (Maddock D., 2021). Propaganda techniques such as the use of selective framing and idealized imagery emphasize the femininity of the women depicted, projecting an image of femininity aligned with traditional gender norms. Through these techniques, Triumph of the Will promotes and reinforces traditional gender roles, aligning women with the domestic sphere and their supportive role within the Nazi movement (Maddock D., 2021).
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