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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Domestic violence against women is a significant issue that includes physical, sexual, emotional and economic violence. According to the World Health Organization [2021], a significant number of women across the world experience violence from intimate partners. Despite legal frameworks and awareness campaigns, domestic violence remains a disturbing issue in the society.
Domestic violence against women is one of the most serious violations of human rights worldwide, it has a huge cost for health, safety, and well-being of women, communities and societies. Given the alarming global prevalence and negative consequences of gender-based violence, preventing it before it starts is essential as stated by [UN Women, Nd].
The Innocenti research center found out that between 20 and 50 percent of all women and girls have experienced physical violence at the hands of an intimate partner or family member. This varies across countries.  Also, more than 60 million girls and women are missing from population counts because they were killed by their own families just because they are female. 44 Countries have made special laws to deal with domestic violence against women. Domestic violence, against women is an issue that we need to talk about and stop.

Background and Context
World Health Organization (World Health Organization 2021) report shows that women between the age of 15 to 45 who have been in a relationship have experienced physical or sexual violence by their intimate partner at least once in their life. There are also cases where women have been subjected to physical or sexual violence since the age of 15. The prevalence shows that high reports have come from Africa and South East Asia, while lower yet significant rates from America and Europe.
Globally intimate partners are proven to be the perpetrators by 38 percent. Globally only 6 percent of women have reported having been assaulted by someone else other than their intimate partner, although these cases are said to be limited. Intimate partner violence is mostly done by men against women.
Causes of Domestic Violence Against Women
During the covid 19 period, due to limited access to limited services, women have been subjected to abusive partners and known risk factors. Humanitarian crisis and displacement led to the increase of existing violence by both intimate and non-intimate partners against women (UN Women, nd).
Factors that contribute to domestic violence are complex. Research shows that it is a learned behavior, when people witness violence mostly when growing up, they model the same behavior. While its possible for one to reform from violence learnt from childhood it’s one’s responsibility to treat people with respect.
Historically, cultures have embraced violence against women, portraying women as man’s property. In addition, women were portrayed by culture as a symbol of family’s honor, this meant that a woman’s actions and behavior especially if they try to stand up for themselves dishonors the family causing judgement and abuse.
Law enforcement agencies hesitance in intervening in these cases because they regard it as personal or family matters have led to the rise of domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is often treated with leniency compared to one done by strangers, as a matter-of-fact sexual abuse by intimate partners is not recognized as crime in some cultures.

Solution and Implementation Plan
Community support system is important in addressing domestic violence against women (Bhuller et al., 2023). It provides education needed to create a supportive environment. Research shows that education targeted towards victims surrounding community significantly improves awareness (Dillon et al., 2013), knowledge of resources and confidence in the societies ability to help. This promotes more intentional process and deeper discussion in dealing with domestic violence against women.
Law enforcement recognition of the need to address domestic violence. United states justice for example provided resources to all legal members to ensure that its well addressed and also gave guidelines to prevent bias and when responding to these cases. The organization urges the victims to be treated with humanity to enable them to come out and help the law enforcers to curb domestic violence against women.

Conclusion 
Domestic violence against women is a serious global and social problem that needs to be taken seriously. Despite the solutions and implementation plan put in place, strengthening awareness, education and law enforcement responses is a necessity in reducing domestic violence. Combined efforts of the society, government and global institutions is needed to create a safe environment for women
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