             BENJAMIN WEST
Benjamin West was born in Springfield Pennsylvania on 10/10/1738. His parents ran a small inn in Philadelphia where he went to further his education. While growing up, West showed talent for painting and her mother encouraged him. 

In 1758, he attracted interest From Smith who introduced him to the world through one of his Magazines refering him as an extraordinary genius who acquired correctness of expression in his paintings without the help from any Master.

He later travelled to Italy in 1760, aiming to learn new ideas from old Masters hence becoming the first American born artist to travel to Italy. After a while he fell ill and returned to Philadelphia, America. His illness was a Psychosomatic disorder that causes rapid heartbeat, dizziness fainting and confusion when exposed to an experience of great personal significance, particularly when viewing art.

Even though he was advised by the physician and friends not to return to Italy due to the illness that endangered his life, West saw no productions in painting in America as compared to Italy and therefore returned to Rome, Italy.

After returning to Rome, he studied with the German art historian Johann Joachim Winckelmann. He met painters Anton Raphael Mengs, Gavin Hamilton and Angelica Kauffman. West explored his art to Florence, Bologna, Parma, and Venice and gained his fame. His studies in Italy placed him at the peak of the development of Neoclassicism. Though he was ill, West painted while on bed.

West returned to London in 1763, and his intention was not to permanently mobe to hos ancestrous land but his success in painting in Landon, he never returned to Italy or America. In 1765, he married Elizabeth Shewell, daughter of Robert Shewell of Philadelphia, in London's St. Martin's Cathedral. Elizabeth Shewell gave birth to a boy who was named after West role Raphael. He later produced a painting of his wife and child. West had two kids Raphael Lamar West and Benjamin West jr.

West gradually became famous and became one of the founder members of Royal Academy in 1768. In 1782-1815, West served as the President of Royal Academy after the death of Sir Joshua Reynolds.

He was best known for his influential history, painting the death of General Wolfe in c. 1770, His exhibition at the Royal Academy in 1771. In 1772, King George III, West's closest friend made him his historical painter.

West had the following pupils who admired his art

Ralph Earl and his son Raphael Eleaser Whiteside Earl

Samuel Morse

Robert Fulton

Charles Wilson Peale

Rembrandt Peale

Mathew Pratt

Gilbert Stuart

John Trumbull

Washington Allston

Thomas Sully

John Green

Abraham Delanoy

West had the following quotes that inspired the world.

Is the painter a plagiarist because he sets his palette to nature.

Remember, light and shadow never stand still

A kiss from my mother made me a painter

To recognise great talent, we must encourage dreamers.

After the death of his friend King George III in 1820, West died the same year at the age of 81 years. According to his biographer John Galt, West died without a struggle.

