
AStatuemeansanyLaw,Act,

Enactment.TheParliamentisgivenauthority

ofLawmaking.AccordingtoBlacks

Dictionary,"AStatuteisaformalwritten

enactmentofLegislativeauthoritythat

governsacountry,state,cityorcounty.In

Simplewords,itistheLaw,Enactment,Act.

AccordingtoGray,Theprocessby

whichaJudge(orindeedanyperson,lawyer

orlaymanwhohasoccasiontosearchfor

themeaningofastatute)constructsfrom

thewordsofStatutebookameaningwhich

heeitherbelievestobethatofalegislature

orwhichheproposestoattributetoit,is

calledinterpretation.

AccordingtoSubbaRaoJ.

"Interpretationisthemethodbywhichthe

truesenseorthemeaningofthewordis

understood."(TheStateofJammuand

KashmirV.ThakurGangaSingh,19602SCR

346)

2)WhatareTypesofStatutes

ThereareSeveralTypesofStatutes,

SuchasTemporaryStatute,Perpetual

Statute,ConsolidatingStatute,Codifying

Status,FiscalStatute,RemedialStatute,



PenalStatute,DeclaratoryStatute.Generally,

Statutecanbeclassifiedwithreferenceto

itsduration,Method,Object,andextentof

Application.

3)ClassificationOfStatute/Typesof

Statutesareasfollows-

Statutescanbeclassifiedbyobject,by

method,byreferencetoduration-

1)Classificationbyobject-

a)DeclaratoryStatutes-

DeclaratoryStatutemaybedefinedas

anActtoremovedoubtsexistingastothe

commonlaw,orthemeaningoreffectof

anyStatutesuchActsareheldtobe

retrospective.Thismayhappenfor,instance,

wherethecourtshavebeeninterpretinga

particularexpressionasconnotingaspecific

meaningwhichintheopinionofthe

legislatureisawrongnotionofthe

expression.Insuchcase,thelegislaturemay

passadeclaratorystatutedeclaringthe

correctmeaningofthatexpressionthereby

settingasidethecontroversyregardingthe

correctmeaningoftheexpression.meaning

oftheexpression.meaningofthe

expression.



b)CodifyingandconsolidatingStatutes-

i)CodifyingStatutes-

ACodifyingStatuteisaStatutewhich

presentsadetailauthoritativestatementof

therulesoflawonagivensubject.The

objectisnotmerelytodeclarethelawupon

someparticularsubjectbuttodeclareitin

theform ofcode.

Example-CivilProcedureCode1908,

TheHinduMarriageAct195TheHindu

Successionact19556.

ii)ConsolidatingStatutes-

ConsolidatingStatuteitisaStatutewhich

presentsthewholebodyofstatutorylawon

thesubjectincompleteform repealingthe

formerStatute.ItisaStatutewhich

consolidatedlawsonaparticularsubjectat

oneplace.Themainpurposeofthe

consolidatingstatuteistopresentthewhole

bodyofstatutorylawonasubjectin

completeform repealingtheformerstatute.

Example-

Arbitrationandconciliationact1996,

c)Remedialstatute-

RemedialStatutesarethosestatutes

whichprovidetheremedyforawrongfulact



intheform ofdamagesorcompensationto

theaggrievedpartybutdonotmakea

wrongdoerliableforanypenalty.Thistypes

ofStatutearebeneficialtotheweaker

sectionofthesociety.Theyaredirected

towardsextendingacertainbenefittothe

particularclassofsociety...Thereforethey

arealsocalledaswelfarelegislation,for

example,industrialdisputeact1947

workmencompensationact1923,Consumer

ProtectionAct1986.

Examples-

Workmen'sCompensationAct1923,

MaternityBenefitAct1961Consumer

ProtectionAct1986,IndustrialDisputeAct

1947.

d)Enablingstatute-

EnablingstatuteisaStatuteWhich

enablessomethingtobedone.Itbasically

givesthepowertodosomething.

AccordingtoCraies,"manystatutes

havebeenpassedtoenablesomethingto

bedonewhichwaspreviouslyforbiddenby

law,withorwithoutprescribingthewayitis

tobedone.

e)AmendingStatute-



Asweallknow,Amendmentmeans

achangeintheexistinglaw.Alawis

amendedwhenitisinwholeorinpart

permittedtoremainandsomethingis

addedtoortakenawayfrom itoritissome

waychangedoralteredtomakeitmore

completeorperfectormakeitsuitableto

accomplishthepurposeforwhichitwas

made.

f)RepealingStatute-

RepealingStatuteisaStatutewhich

repealsStatutewhichalreadyexists.

Example-TheCodeofCriminal

Procedure,1973repealedandreenacted

CriminalProcedureCode1898.

g)TaxingStatute-

Ataxisimposedforthepublic

purposeforraisinggeneralrevenueofthe

state.Ataxingstatuteistobestrictly

construed.

AccordingtoLordHalsburyandLord

Simondsstated,"Thesubjectisnottobe

taxedwithoutclearwordsforthatpurpose;

andalsothateveryActofParliamentmust

bereadaccordingtothenatural

constructionofitswords."



h)PenalStatute-

Apenalstatuteisonewhich

Punishescertainactsorwrong.Such

Statutemaybeintheform ofa

comprehensivecriminalcodeorlarge

numberofsectionsprovidingpunishmentfor

differentwrongsforexample-Criminal

ProcedureCode,IndianPenalCodeetc.The

penaltyfordisobediencemaybeintheform

offine,forfeitureofproperty,imprisonment,

deathsentenceetc.

2)Classificationbymethod-

a)MandatoryorDirectoryStatute-

i)MandatoryStatute-

AMandatorystatutemaybe

definedasonewhoseprovisionsor

requirements,ifnotcompliedwith,will

rendertheproceedingstowhichitrelates

illegalandvoid.

ii)DirectoryStatute-

Adirectorystatuteisonewhere

noncompliancewillnotinvalidatethe

proceedingstowhichitrelates.

3)Classificationbyreferencetoduration-

a)TemporaryandPermanent/Perpetual

Statute-



i)TemporaryStatute-

ThistypeofstatutesareStatutes

whichareinexistenceforaknownPeriod

suchStatutesarecalledTemporaryStatute.

LifeperiodofStatuteisFixed.Insimple

wordsthistypeofStatute,theperiodof

operationisfixedbythestatuteitselfthe

statuteistemporaryinnature.

ii)Permanent/PerpetualStatute-

Whennotimeperiodisfixedthe

statuteispermanentinnature.The

dictionarymeaningoftheterm 'perpetual'is

forever.ThereforeperpetualStatutesare

thosewhichremaininforceforever.

TheseStatutescomestoanendonlywhen

theyareabolishedbythelegislatureitselfby

wayofenactinganotherStatute.


